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No advertisement (or "puff") will he inserted in the 
Editorial or Beading- matter, at any price. Parties having 
new designs may have them displayed, free of charge, if 
worthy of special notice. 

Designs and Articles submitted for publication, will 
he returned, if not accepted. 

Correspondents will please give their full address in 
each communication. 

We will not undertake to Classify any Advertisement 
received later than the lOth of the Month. 



OUR CHRISTMAS NUMBER. 

/J^HIS month, we give three colored plates, two 
^-' of them interiors, — a morning room, and 
hall decorated in Birge Velours, and a third plate 
showing various designs in G-lacier Window Deco- 
ration. 

Full descriptions of the three plates are given. 

In conjunction with the plates we present an 
additionally increased number of pages of designs, 
representing many of the industries connected with 
house furnishing. Everyone of these pages offers 
a great variety of suggestions to the designer, the 
trade, and the amateur, in addition to being a 
work, of art. 

We have no disposition to boast of our own 
enterprise, but we feel we have every justification 
for saying that there never has been a single issue 
of any monthly periodical published in this country 
at any price whatsoever, which contained three 
such finely colored plates and such an array of 
original designs as will be found between the 
covers of this number. 

When to this is added the fact that we have 
in our possession letters written voluntarily to us 
from many of our advertisers that they have re- 
_ ceiveol greater actual pecuniary returns from their 
card in our journal than from any other mode of 
advertising, and likewise letters from old and new 
subscribers asserting that our paper is a necessity 
to them at home and at their place of business, 
we feel that our efforts have not been entirely in 
vain, and that we have accomplished some good 
for the arts we claim to advocate. 

We have so arranged our issues for the suc- 
ceeding year that we feel confidence in assuring 
our readers that we will give them such richness 
of material as has never been either attempted or 
accomplished in any other work. 



It is unquestionably the ambition of some 
furniture dealers and decorators to secure a loca- 
tion "on the avenue," hang out a hieroglyphic 
sign of undecipherable letters, and oftentimes dis- 
play much more prominently than their names, 
the claim to a connection with a home office in 
London or Paris. 

These foreign offices are often entirely imagina- 
tive, and they frequently consist of nothing but 
desk, room in some large establishment. We have 
in mind now two concerns, not a mile from our 
office, who display enormous brass signs bearing 
foreign addresses, and we devoted some consider- 
able time to searching for these places in both 
Paris and London, finally discovering them to be 
as we have said, desk room and nothing more. 

When a firm adopts such snobbish and absurd 
methods to "whip in" trade, it is nothing more 
nor less than attempts to deceive and play upon 
the feelings and purses of the simple-minded and 
gullible American public. Many other means 
equally absurd and pretentious are also resorted 
to by this class of high-toned shopkeepers, such as 
a boasted contempt for American goods ; bewilder- 
ing upholstery and a dazzling display of bric-a- 
brac; a bulldozing manner made up of bluff and 
indifference sometimes, "when it pays," a crawling 
obsequiousness contemptible to witness. 

It would throw some of our mushroon esthetic 
furniture men into convulsions to handle anything 
of admitted American make, while at the same 
time receiving through their back doors the pro- 



ducts of some attie factory in one of the city's 
back streets. ... 

This posing on a high artistic pedestal and in- 
dulging a senseless extravagance would be stopped 
if goods were sold for what they were really 
worth and not at a price three times over it. 

We cannot but admit that when practiced on 
certain people, impudence and cheek are valuable 



In the view of dealers above described, to 
advertise would be to ruin their business, or in 
plain words, if their customers knew they de- 
pended upon trade, base trade, for a living, and 
carried on business for- any other purpose than to 
provide a mild excitement for their mind, they 
would be deserted and done up. 

This is the condition of a goodly number of 
our would-be aristocratic establishments, a con- 
dition which has about it the true ring of the 
dude and the glittering fraud of the recent Lord 
Abercrombie. 

Wk have taken advantage of several opportuni- 
ties to enlarge upon the advantages coming from 
an exhibition of decorative and furnishing schemes 
and processes. It is no unusual thing in England 
and France and Germany for such displays to be 
made, and the large business houses in those par- 
ticular lines very gladly participate in them, furnish 
rooms and decorate them, and in every way make as 
presentable and as creditable an appearance as they 
are capable of doing. This sort of advertising must 
be an advantage to the participators, and, it seems 
to us, would be a means of educating the public ; 
it would show an artistic arrangement of furniture 
in many instances, and might be pretty generally 
relied upon to display artistic decorations. It 
seems strange that 'with the enterprise shown in 
other branches of business in this country, the 
furniture and decorators' trade should not be up 
to the efforts of other countries ; it would be a very 
simple matter to secure the American Institute 
building, or some more suitable place and arrange 
an exhibit that would give an idea of our capaci- 
ties in interior work, and act as a corrective to 
those disordered intellects that see nothing beauti- 
ful or nothing to admire in an American home. 

The condition of the artistic trades of the 
country is so encouraging, that proper discrimina- 
tion and taste on the part of purchasers, will en- 
sure a constant advancement. 

We advise every person about to make use of 
stained glass, floor covering, furniture, or indulge 
in any form of home adornment, to give the mat- 
ter thought, and be satisfied only with that which 
expresses artistic fitness and form; and to manu- 
facturers and sellers we say, — meet the views of 
bu yers and help them. Liberality and just treatment 
on both sides will certainly aid artistic progress. 

Wb have received complaints from readers 
that they have been imposed upon by a party ad- 
vertising "The Painters* Foreman " in our journal. 
We have found these complaints to be well found- 
ed, have removed the advertisement from our 
columns, and are very greatly obliged to the sub- 
scribers for having advised us of the fraud we 
were innocently recommending to our readers. 

This is the first instance where an unworthy 
individual has found his way into our paper, and 
we have weeded the fellow out at once upon being 
made aware of his character. 



Any person sending us yearly subscription and 
remittance before January 1, 1885, will receive, as 
a premium, a handsome full page design in colors 
for wall and ceiling decoration. This is especially 
called to the attention of painters, frescoers and 
interior decorators. 



We have entirely exhausted the copies of our 
first issue, October, 1882. We have a constant 
demand for this number, and will pay 25 cents 
each for those sent us. 



